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Please read this leaflet before you start to use your medicine.


It contains a summary of the information available on your medicine.


If you have any questions or are not sure about anything,


ask your doctor or pharmacist.





Contents:


Rapitil eye drops contain 5ml of 2% w/v nedocromil sodium (the active ingredient). The other ingredients are benzalkonium chloride, sodium chloride, disodium edetate and purified water. The active ingredient belongs to a class of medicines known as anti-inflammatory/anti-allergy agents.





Manufacturer: Fisons plc - Pharmaceutical Division, Holmes Chapel, Cheshire OR Laboratoires Fisons SA, Seine Maritime, France.





Product Licence/ Authorisation Holder:


Fisons Pharmaceuticals, Coleorton Hall, Leicestershire, LE67 8GR








WHAT ARE YOUR EYE DROPS FOR?


Rapitil eye drops are used for the prevention, relief and treatment of red, itchy eyes caused by a number of allergic conditions. These can occur at any time of the year eg due to animal fur or house dust mites - known as perennial allergic conjunctivitis or PAC or seasonally due to pollens (hayfever) - known as seasonal allergic conjunctivitis or SAC. Rapitil eye drops are also used for a more severe form of allergic conjunctivitis called vernal kerato conjunctivitis, with thickened eye lids due to swelling of the lining of the lid.





BEFORE YOU USE YOUR EYE DROPS.


Do not use if you are sensitive to any of the ingredients. These are listed at the beginning of this leaflet.





Not suitable for use in children below the age of 6 years, or in children between the ages of 6 and 12 years with perennial allergic conjunctivitis.





As with all medicines, you should consult your doctor before using this product if you are, or think you may be, pregnant, or you are breastfeeding.





Soft contact lenses should not be worn whilst using this product. If you wear hard or gas-permeable lenses you should take them out whilst you use the drops and wait 10 minutes before you put the contact lenses back in.





If the eye drops cause a temporary blurring of vision, wait until your eyes are clear before driving or using machines.
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HOW TO USE YOUR EYE DROPS


Unless your doctor tells you otherwise, use I drop in each eye twice a day. Your doctor may have told you to increase this to one drop in each eye four times a day if necessary.





Sit down in front of a mirror, this will help you to see what you are doing.





Carefully dry your eyes using a tissue and unscrew the lid from the bottle.





Pull your lower eyelid down gently, and then carefully place I drop inside your lower eyelid.





Close your eye and blink a few times to make sure your eye is covered by the liquid.





Repeat steps 3 and 4 for the other eye, then recap the bottle securely.





Don't stop your treatment or reduce the dosage without consulting your doctor.





If you forget to use your eye drops, use them as soon as you remember and then go on as before.





If you suffer from seasonal allergic conjunctivitis you should only use your eye drops for a maximum of 12 weeks.





AFTER USING YOUR EYE DROPS


Some people find that their eyes sting or become irritated after using the drops. This should only last for a short time. If the stinging is severe or lasts for a long time, talk to your doctor or pharmacist.





As with all eye drops, you may notice that your vision becomes blurred temporarily, when the drops are first put into the eye. You should wait until your eyes have cleared before driving or operating any machinery.





If you experience any other undesirable effects whilst using this medicine, please talk to your doctor or pharmacist.





HOW TO LOOK AFTER YOUR DROPS


Do not use the eye drops after the expiry date. This is marked on the bottle and carton after the letters "EXP".





Do not keep the drops for more than four weeks after opening for the first time.





Store the bottle below 25°C, out of direct sunlight.





Avoid contamination of the contents by replacing the cap securely after use.





Keep your medicine out of reach of children.





Remember: This medicine is for YOU. Never give it to someone else.





Leaflet last revised March 1995.
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